
ON THE RIGHT PATH
Tommy needs your help getting his dog, Marky, to the vet to be neutered. The path they 

need to take is made up of true statements about pets and spay/neuter operations. Show 
them the correct path to take by shading in the boxes with true statements. 

Hint: Tommy and Marky cannot get to the vet diagonally!

START
Spaying and 

neutering helps dogs 
and cats live longer, 

healthier lives.

The operation can 
prevent some types 

of cancer.

Neutering cats makes 
them less likely to 

spray and mark their 
territory with odor. 

It’s better for pets to 
have just one litter 

before being spayed. 

Animal shelters 
have plenty of room 

to care for all the 
kittens and puppies 

that come from 
unwanted litters.

It’s too expensive to 
have pets spayed or 

neutered.

Having pets spayed 
or neutered will 

help solve the pet 
overpopulation 

problem.

Neutering pets can 
make them less 

aggressive and less 
likely to get into 

fights.

Spay and Neuter will 
not change a pet’s 
basic personality.

Pets who have not 
had the operation 
often times have 
more behavior 

problems.

Spay and neuter 
can help your pet 

get along better with 
other pets.

About 75% of male 
dogs that get hit 
by cars are not 

neutered.

Pets will get fat and 
lazy after they have 
had the operation.

Animals adopted 
from the ARL do not 

come spayed or 
neutered.

Pets who have been 
spayed or neutered 
are often more likely 

to bite.

A male who is not 
neutered will do just 
about anything to 

find a mate, making 
him very prone to run 

away from home.

All pets benefit from 
being spayed or 

neutered, no matter 
how old they are.

The ARL offers free 
and low-cost spay 
and neuter for pets 
through programs 

like Pets for Life and 
PetSnip. END

ON THE BACK: rewrite all of the false statements to make them true!
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It’s better for pets to have just one litter before being spayed.
There are no benefits to having just one litter. Research shows the whole pet population 
problem stems from this. Just one litter throughout thousands of families means many 
unwanted pets.

Animal shelters have plenty of room to care for all the kittens and puppies that come from 
unwanted litters.
The ARL cared for over 15,000 homeless animals last year. Finding space is a daily challenge 
for us as well as other shelters around the country. Spay and neuter is a way to significantly 
lower the number of animals entering shelters. 

It’s too expensive to have pets spayed or neutered.
Charges generally range from $180 and up. It costs less to spay and neuter your pet than 
it does to have your pet birth puppies or kittens. The average, minimum (using low-cost 
services) for supplies and vet bills for a litter of 6 kittens or puppies is about $1,400! 

Pets will get fat and lazy after they have had the operation.
Your pet will remain fit as long as you provide exercise and monitor food intake.

Animals adopted from the ARL do not come spayed or neutered.
Animals adopted from the ARL are already spayed or neutered, microchipped and 
vaccinated.

Pets who have been spayed or neutered are often more likely to bite.
Many pets with aggressive behavior become less aggressive after the operation. 

Rewrite the false statement in bold to make it true..
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